
The Australasian Wound & Tissue Re-
pair Society is a non-profit making or-
ganisation founded in 2007, which 
aims to promote knowledge and inter-
change between scientists, healthcare 
professionals, industry and other indi-
viduals that have an interest in wound 
healing and tissue repair. The Society 
will provide a forum for interaction 
among scientists, physicians, licensed 
practitioners, allied health, and indus-

trial representatives. Membership to 
the Society is open to any individual 
who has a demonstrated interest in the 
field of wound healing and tissue re-
pair. The Society will hold a bi-annual 
meeting and a number of focus meet-
ings each year concentrating on differ-
ent aspects of wound healing and tis-
sue repair, ranging from basic science 
to clinical aspects of healing. 

It is with great 
pleasure that I 
welcome you 
to this the first 
Newsletter of 
The Austral-
asian Wound 
& Tissue Re-
pair Society. 
This new So-
ciety aims to 
promote 

knowledge and interchange between 
scientists, healthcare professionals, 
industry and other individuals that 
have an interest in wound healing and 
tissue repair. We have drawn together 
a formidable executive committee from 
all around Australia which includes 
leading scientists who are passionate 
about wound and tissue repair. This is 
an exciting time for wound and tissue 
repair research. We are seeing major 

breakthroughs in understanding of the 
mechanisms involved in repair proc-
esses but translating these findings 
through to clinical outcomes still re-
mains a major challenge. Through this 
society we hope to facilitate this trans-
lation process by helping members to 
form new collaborations and networks 
between scientists, clinicians and the 
biotechnology industry which may lead 
to new research directions. We will 
hold a biannual National conference 
and hold focus meetings to facilitate 
the interchange of knowledge and es-
tablish opportunities for networking. 
Educating and nurturing our students 
and young(er) colleagues will be a ma-
jor focus of this society.   
I would like to encourage you to be-
come a member of this Society. It is an 
exciting time and we would like you to 
be part of it. 
Allison Cowin 
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1st AW&TRS Conference Darwin 2008 

Australasian Wound & Tissue Repair Society 

 

 Australian Wound Management Association 

The inaugural meeting of the AW&TRS will 
be held in Darwin 6th-7th May 2008 immedi-
ately prior to the 7th National Conference of 
the Australian Wound Management Associa-
tion. Speakers from Australia and overseas 
will present their research and make this Con-
ference an important event for scientists in-
volved in wound and tissue repair research. 
There will be opportunities for abstract pres-
entations and poster sessions so that every-
body will have a chance to interact and form 
new networks and collaborations. 
 
Darwin is the gateway to the Northern Terri-
tory and beyond to Asia and we invite you to 
come and visit this truly unique part of Aus-
tralia and contribute to this our first confer-
ence. Why not stay a little longer and also 
attend the Australian Wound Management 

Association conference. AW&TRS members 
will get reduced registration to attend the first 
full day of this meeting on the 8th May 2008. 
AWMA speakers include: 
 
• Professor Gregory Schultz: Director of the 
Institute for Wound Research at the Univer-
sity of Florida. 
• Professor Mark Ferguson: CEO Renovo 
Ltd, UK and an expert in regenerative medi-
cal research developing anti-scarring thera-
pies 
• Professor Fiona Wood: a well- known burns 
specialist, researcher and ‘Australian of the 
Year’ in 2005. 
 
More information regarding the 1st AW&TRS 
conference will be available shortly from our 
website. 

The Australasian Wound & Tissue Repair Society has been 
formed as a  branch of the Australian Wound Management As-
sociation (AWMA).  

AWMA is a multidisciplinary, non-profit association consisting 
of people who are committed to developing and improving 
wound management for all individuals through education, re-
search, communication and networks. The Association acts as 
a parent body to the autonomous state wound management 
associations in New South Wales, Queensland, South Austra-
lia, Tasmania, Victoria, Australian Capital Territory and West-
ern Australia. There are approximately 2,000 members from 
the disciplines of nursing, medicine, pharmacy, podiatry, in-
dustry and the sciences.  

AWMA publishes a quarterly journal entitled “Primary Intention” and this jour-
nal will be sent to all members of the AW&TRS.  AWMA will be holding its 
next National conference in Darwin May 7th-10th 2008. 
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Australasian Wound & Tissue Repair Society 

The competition 
As with all societies the Australasian Wound and 
Tissue Repair Society need a logo as such we 
would like to announce a competition to design 
our new logo.  
 
The design should be relevant to the society and 
provide distinct visual recognition for the society. 
It should be simple but memorable and appeal-
ing to give a unique identity to the society. The 
logo must be original work and contain no more 
than 3 colours which will also translate well to 
monochrome format when photocopied. 
 
The prize 
1 years free membership plus free registration to 
inaugural conference plus $100 and of course 

the honour and satisfaction of having  de-
signed our logo!! 
 
Submission to: 
AW&TRS – c/o CHBRI Wound Healing Labora-
tory, The Children's Hospital at Westmead,  
Research Building,  
Locked Bag 4001,  
Westmead,  Sydney NSW 2145  
 
 
Each submission should be accompanied by a 
design concept or description and participation 
may only take place in a private personal capac-
ity. 
Closing date 1st September 2007 

Prize

Prestige 
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Researcher Profile: Dr Pritinder Kaur 

 

For more info go to: 

http://www.petermac-

research.org.au/

default.php?

doc_id=56&title=Epith

elial%20Stem%20Cell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pritinder Kaur was born in Kan-

pur, India and was educated in 

India, Zambia and England. She 

graduated with a BSc Hons degree 

in Cell Biology from Queen Eliza-

beth College, University of Lon-

don in 1981. She then did her PhD  

with Chris Potten at the Paterson 

Institute in Manchester, UK. Her 

postdoctoral experience was 

gained at the Fred Hutchinson 

Cancer Research Center in Seat-

tle, initially with Jim McDougall and 

then with Bill Carter. She subse-

quently moved to Australia to 

work at the Hanson Centre for 

Cancer Research in Adelaide. In 

January 2000 she moved to the 

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 

in Melbourne to set up her lab 

initially within the Stem Cell Biol-

ogy Program. She has recently 

relocated her lab within the Peter 

Mac to be part of a vibrant collec-

tion of scientists within the Can-

cer Biology Program. 

Pritinder's research interests have 

centred on keratinocyte biology. 

As a postdoc she investigated the 

role of human papillomaviruses in 

epithelial carcinogenesis and the 

role of integrins in mediating adhe-

sion of normal and transformed 

keratinocytes. Since 1997, her 

research efforts have been di-

rected towards understanding 

epidermal cell replacement with an 

emphasis on keratinocyte stem 

cell biology stem cell regulation 

and microenvironmental factors 

that control proliferation and dif-

ferentiation within this tissue. A 

major part of this work has been 

the development of techniques 

that permit us to prospectively 

isolate keratinocyte stem cells 

from both human and murine skin 

as well as their more committed 

progeny (transit amplifying cells 

and early differentiating keratino-

cytes), and more importantly de-

velop a transplant model that as-

says stem cell activity. This funda-

mental work has provided the 

basis for investigations resulting in 

new insights contrary 

to dogma. Her current 

research interests fo-

cus on the role of 

stem cells and their 

microenvironment in 

homeostatic epithelial 

renewal and carcino-

genesis using skin and oesophagus 

as model systems. 

Would you like to work with Prit-

inder? See the job advert on page 

7 for an exciting opportunity to 

join her laboratory and advance 

the field of epithelial stem cell biol-

ogy.    

Australasian Wound & Tissue Repair Society 



Upcoming Wound & Tissue Repair Meetings 2007  

Australasian Wound & Tissue Repair Society 



Australasian Wound & Tissue Repair Society 



Positions available in Wound & Tissue Research 
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                                Child Health Research Institute 

The AW&TRS is supported by : 

 

President: Dr Allison Cowin 
Head Wound Healing Laboratory 
Child Health Research Institute 
Phone + 61 8 8161 7077  
Fax + 61 8 8239 0267 
Email:allison.cowin@adelaide.edu.au 
 
Vice President: Prof Zee Upton 
Program Leader-Tissue Repair and Regeneration 
Institute of Health and Biomedical Innovation 
Queensland University of Technology,  
Phone: +61 7 3138 6185 
Fax: +61 7 3138 6030 
E-mail: z.upton@qut.edu.au 
 
Treasurer: Dr Tim Rayner 
Principal Research Scientist 
TGR BioScience Pty Ltd 
Phone: + 61 8 8354 6179  
Fax: + 61 8 8354 6188 
Email: tim.rayner@tgr-biosciences.com.au 
 
Secretary/Membership: Dr Rachael Murray 
NHMRC RD Wright Fellow,  
CHBRI Wound Healing Laboratory,  
The Children's Hospital at Westmead,  
Research Building,  
Locked Bag 4001,  
Westmead,  Sydney NSW 2145  
Phone + 61 2 98453101  
Fax: + 61 2 98451317 
Email: RachaelM@chw.edu.au 
 
 
 

Dr Pritinder Kaur 
Epithelial Stem Cell Biology Laboratory 
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
Phone + 61 3 9656 3714 
Fax   + 61 3 9656 3738 
Email: pritinder.kaur@petermac.org 
 
Assoc/Prof Ian A. Darby  
Microvascular Biology Laboratory 
School of Medical Sciences 
RMIT University 
PO Box 71, Bundoora, Victoria 3083 
Tel: +61 3 9925 7624 
Fax: +61 3 9925 7083 
E-mail: ian.darby@rmit.edu.au 
 
Assoc/Prof Joe Rothnagel 
School of Molecular and Microbial  
Sciences 
The University of Queensland, 
St Lucia, Qld, 4072 
Phone: +61 7 3365 4629 
Fax: +61 7 3365 4699 
Email: j.rothnagel@uq.edu.au 
 
Dr Hilary Wallace 
Research Fellow 
School of Surgery & Pathology 
University of Western Australia 
Phone:  + 61 8 9431 2690  
Fax: + 61 8 9431 2623 
Email: hilary.wallace@uwa.edu.au 

Dr Geoff Sussman 
Director Wound Research 
Wound Foundation of Australia 
Monash University 
Phone +61 3 9903 9619 
Fax     +61 3 9903 9124 
Email:geoff.sussman@vcp.monash.edu.au 
 
Assoc/Prof Laura Poole-Warren 
Associate Dean (Research Planning and 
Strategy) 
Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering 
The University of New South Wales 
Phone: +61 2 9385 3905 
Fax: +61 2 9663 2108 
Laura Poole-Warren 
Email: l.poolewarren@unsw.edu.au 
 
Dr John E Greenwood AM 
Director, Burns Unit, 
Royal Adelaide Hospital, 
Phone + 61  0422 000809 
Work + 61 8 8222 4462/5512 
Fax: + 61 8 8222 5676 
E-mail: john.greenwood@health.sa.gov.au 


